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ILLUSTRATION OF THES. LL. 9. 
“ Who shall be punished with aden destruction 





from the Pr uce of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.’ 


(Continued from page 35.) 

3d. Let us now consider the nature and du- 
ration of the punishinent. No doubt is enter- 
tained by most people, that the punishment here 
refers to a future state,-is the same as the 
punishment of hell fire, and is endless in its 
duration. But of this the remarks already 
made, ought to lead us to doubt. ‘Those now 
to be made, we think place it beyond a doubt, 
that the apostle had no reference to a fu- 
ture state of existence, but describes the pun- 
ishment which the Jews are now as a nation 
suffering. ‘To shew this let us, 

Ist. Attend to the nature of the punishment. 
It is called, “ destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power.” It will not, for it cannot be disputed, 
that the punishment described by these words, 
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scripture sense of this expression ?>—It may be 
observed at the outset of our examination of 
this expression, that the words face of Gud and 
Jace of the Lord, ave the same in scripture, as 
presence of God, and presence of the Lord. ‘This 
inust be obvious to these who have attended to 


scripture phraseology. It will sufficiently ap- 
pear in the sequel. I find then, 

Ist. That by the presence of God, or presence 
of the Lord in scripture, is sometimes meant 
his being every where present. ‘Thus David 
says, Psalm cxxxix. 7, 8, “ Whither shall I go 
from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there; if l make my bed inhell (Sheol) 
behold thou art there,” &c. see the whole pas- 
sage.—Now, admitting for argument’s sake, 
that hell is a place of future punishment, the 
wicked even there would not be out of God’s 
presence, in thissense. Yetin the passage we 
are considering, they are said te be punished 





is the same as the righteous judgment of God 
mentioned verse 5th, and called tributation| 
verse 6th, and the same as the vengeance te be | 
yielded verse 8th.— Besides, the punishment in 
all these verses, is to be inflicted on the same 
persons. ‘The nature of the punishment is thus: 
described, “ who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, “ond from the glory of his power.’ To 

nany, these words no doubt wil! appear utterly | 
irreconcilable with the views which we have 


ticular consideration, and we hope to convince 
every candid man, that so far from teaching’ 
the doctrine of endless misery, this part of the 
passage conclusively shews, that the views, I 
have advanced are correct. 

Let it be then observed that the persons who 


know not God and obey not the gospel of! 


Christ, are said to be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction, and with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.—lt is easily perceived, 
that much depends as to a correct understand- 
ing of the passage, on the meaning of the phrase, 
*Presence of the Lord? What then is the 


the presence of God.” 


advanced. We shall therefore give this a par-| 


with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord. This then cannot be the seuse in 
which this phrase is used in this passage. 

2d. But further: I find that the phrase pre- 


sence of the Lord, refers to heaven, or the dwel- 


ling place of the Most High. ‘Thus it is said 
of Christ, that he, «is gone into heaven, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us.” Heb. ix- 
24,—and in Luke i. 19, the angel who appeared 
to Zacharias says, “ Tam Gabr iel, that stand in 
But it is also a plain 
case here, that the persons in the passage be- 
|fore us could not be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord in 
this sense, fur in this sense they were never its 
his presence. Were they ever in heaven, and 
‘like Gabriel in the presence of the Lord? 

Sd. If we attend further to the scriptures, 
and allow them toexplain this phrase, presence’ 
lof the Lord, or face of God, it evidently refers 
to some places in this world, where God met 
with and manifested himself in some way t« 
imen, and where they assembled to worship hin, 
I shall iliustrate the truth ofthis at some leugth, 
las ithas a direct bearing on the passage we are 
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God met with Jacob, (Gen. xxxil. 30) 1s called, | Tabernacle in the wildertiead and indeed un- 

« Penuel,” which is interpreted in the margin’ ‘til the Temple at Jerusalem was built, was 
to mean “ the face of God.”” And Jacob says, considered by the Jews as the peculiar resi- 
«Thave seen Ged face to face, and my life is dence of the Lord. 
as having his abode, and there their service and 

But further, it is said, Job i. 6, “ Now there| worship of him were performed. 

was a day when the sons of God came to pre-| That the Temple at Jerusalem, was consid- 

sent themselves before the Lord, and satan/ered by the Jews as the place of God’s presence, 
came also among them.”—Here a place is evi-/ we shall now attempt to shew, because this has 
dently referred to where God is said tobe, and a very important connexion with the passage 
the sons of God and satan came before sore jet are iltustrating. We do this, not because 
Now compare this with verse 12th, where it is| this would be disputed, bat for reasons which 
said, still referring to the same place ;—“ so sa-! will be obvious without any statement of them, 
tan went forth from the presence of the Lord.”*| jn ascertaining the meaning of the phrase, pre- 
The same things are repeated, Job ii. 1, 7./sence of the Lord, in the text before us. The 
Ilere is a place not only where God’s presence proof here is difficult, not from a lack, but trom 
is supposed to be, but satan is said to go forth|a profusion of evidence, so as to bring it with- 


‘There he was considered 


preserved,” 








from it. We do not enter into the questions,|in a small compass. 
whether the sons of God were angelsor men,| ‘The whole earth is the Lord’s, but the land 
or whether satan be a fallenangel or not. All | of Judea was considered God’s land, and given 
we wish noticed is, thata sisée i is here spoken | by him to the seed of Abraham. Jerusalem 
of where God’s presence is said to be, and where and the Temple there, were considered by the 
he met with others. But as some have looked | Jews as the peculiar residence of Jehovah. 
on this scene as rather referring to heaven than | There the symbols of the divine glory were 
earth, we pass it without further remark, and steed, and God is said to dwell between the 
proceed to notice the following texts, a ead ereeniretcep Ps. Ixxx. The loaves or shew bread 
which there can be no dispute as to God’s pre-| placed in the temple were called, “ the loaves 
sence being in some particular part on this! of the presence, or faces.” Viewed in this 
arth. . light, there isa peculiar beauty and force in 





in Gen. iy. 16, not only isa place referred the following among other passages which 
to where God’s presenc? is supposed to be, but; might be quoted. © Let us come before his 
Cainis said togo from it. “ And Cain went out presence with thanksgiving, and make a joy- 


from the presence of the Lord and dweltin the ful noise unto him with Psalms. Serve the 


Jand of > 


9 


the east of Eden. ‘In verse 14 Cain says, “ be- 
hold thou hast driven me out this day from the 
face of the earth: aud from thy face shall Tbe 
hid; and I shall be a fugitive ‘and a vagabond | 


in the earth.’ 


od (or vagabond asin the margin,) on 
with singing. 
sence j ; strength and gladness are in his place.” 


Unless there was some par tic-| 
ular plaice in these days where God met with | 


Lord with gladness, come before his presence 
Glory and honor ave in his pre- 
‘Ps; xev. 2, and c. 2. 1 Chron. xvi. 27. 

That the land of Judea and particularly the 
‘temple, were looked on as the place of God’s 


presence, is further evident. "Thus it is said, 


men, and where his presence was enjoyed, how ‘Jonah i. 3, “ But Jonah rose up to flee unto 


ey : | 
could Cain go out from the presence of the Lord | 
| also verse 10. 


or how could he be hid from Ged’s face. 


‘Tarshish, from the presence of the Lord.” See 


Where Jonah believed the pre- 


But Lobserve further, that it is evident, that | sence of the Lord to be, we learn chapter ii, 
the presence of the Lord was in a peculiar)4, when he said, “1 am cast out of thy sight ; 


sense among the children of Israel. 


Says God ‘but L will look again toward thy holy Temple.” 


t . ¢ re ; ad } , ¢ . 
to Moses,—“ My presence shal! ga with thee, In short, whether the Jews were in the Jand ot 


and I will cive thee rest.”’ 


To this Moses re-|Judea, or ata distance from it even in captivity 


plies, att if thy ogee go not with us, carry | when they prayed or performed worship to the 


us not up hence.’ 


And it was a proof that, God of Israel, it was as to place directed to- 


Israel had found grace in God’ s sight that he was | ‘wards Judea, to the city of Jerusalem, and to 


withthem. See Exodus xxx. 14—17. Com-| the Temple as th 
} . ‘ - 
[t need pot be'!sence of their God. 


pare Isa. Ixiii. 9. Ps. li. 11. 
yroved, for it will net be disputed, that the | the following, 
] : I : 


'» 


e particular spot of the pre- 
See among other passages 
which I need not consider par- 

















ee 






































MESSENGER OF PEACE. 43 





-— = ake ee ---— -- - 





ticularly. Dan. vi. 10. | Kings vili. Ps. v. 7.|Jonah was in great affliction. “I cried by 
It would be a waste of time to pursue this|reason of mine affliction,” saith he. And great 
subject further, shewing that the land of Judea | was the sorrow of _ David, when convicted by 
the city of Jerusalem, and especially the temple Nathan the prophet, of improper, cruel and 
there, were the place of God’s presence. wicked conduct in the affair of Uriah. Ad- 
(To be continued.) mitting, then, that the word hell is expressive 
eager pore of sorrow and affliction, tribulation and an- 
LIEF REMARKS ON PSALM IX. 17. . rT. 
wh ; wx. 1 _ |guish, it is very easy to come at a correct un- 
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations | > : . 
tay derstanding of the passage we have been ex- 
that forget God. Oa og? » ; 
(Concluded from page 37.) amining. ‘ The wicked shall be turned into 
It is very evident that the word Hell is hell, and all the nations that forget God.”’-- 
sometimes used in the Bible, where it has no| The prophet Isaiah declares “ there is no 
reference, whatever, to a place of endless mis-| peace saith my God to the wicked, the wicked 
ery. See Ixxxvi. 12, 15--* L will praise thee | are like to the troubled sea, whose waters cast 








~s 


O Lord, my God, with all my heart ; and I) up mire and dirt”? ; and David says, and he 
will glorify thy name forever more ; for great | no doubt spake by expertence, “ the way of the 
isthy mercy towards me, and thou hast deliy-|transgressor is hard.” Paul also gives his 
ered my soul from the towest Het.” Again,|testimony——* Indignation and wrath, tribula- 
see Jonah ii. 2—* Lecvied by reason of mine} tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out}doeth evil.” The wise man in Proverbs in- 
of the belly of nete cried [,and thou heardesi| forms as “ the wicked flee when no man pur- 
my voice.” No person can rationally believe |sueth,” and that while “ righteousness exalteth 
that the hell out of which Jonah cried, anc the|a nation, sin is a reproach to any people.” 

towest hell from which David was delivered,| ‘Lhus we learn the meaning of the passage 
were places of future endless punishment ; for before us, the wicked shall have no peace, bit 





these men were still in existence, and had}be like the troubled sea. And the nations, 
passed throngh, or had been in HELL. Puethat forget God, shall like ancient Israel be 
common opinton is, that there is but one place | cast into outer darkness where there shall be 
of punishment, and that aii the wicked go fo, weeping and gnashing of teeth; being invel- 


one place ; but according ta David there are! ved mn all those evil consequences which avrice 





from the practice of iniquity. 
ceanuilimainies 
A SHORT EXTRACT 
FROM A SERMON ON COR. XIIL 
* Thouch | speak with the tongue of men and an- 


gels, and have not charity (or love) I am becoine a 


more hells than one, for he savs thou hast de. 


livered my soul from the lowest hell, Tf the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


hell in these passaves, is a place of endless: 





misery in another world, then the common 
opinion concerning this place ts net correct, 
for itis said, that sinners may ery in heil, bat | sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.” 

God will not hear them: once in hell, no de-| “ Eloquence is highly prized in our world. 
liverance can reach them 3 no repentance can} ft is an happy attainment as it gives its ; os- 
they ever experience, or if they do, repent-|sessor a commanding influence, and enables 
ance will come too late to do them any good.!him to carry conviction to the heart, and light 
The afflictions of Jonah, however, produced | to the understanding. But true eloquence 
repentance, and he cried unto the Lord, and |does not consist altogether in a happy choice 
God did hear bim, and erant him deliverance. | of words, and the regular formation of senten- 





So also with David, his soul was delivered out ‘ase. nor in an elegant arrangement of ideas, or 
of the lowest hell. The advocates then for|of logical conclusions. A man may have a 
this construction of the werd hell, must admit] voice as sweet, and every expression as harmo- 
that there is repentance in hell, and deliver-jnious as the music of angels—-he may possess 
ance from hell, that is, a place of future end-| those strong powers of mind, which enable him 
less punishment, or, that the word is used in}at one view to behold all things relating to his 
these passages figuratively, and with reference | subject, and by logical deductions to silence | 
to something else. if not convince all opposers, and yet be defi- 

The word hell is used expressing deep and | cient in trueeloquence. That eloquence which 
deadly sorrow, and in this sense it is to be un-}reaches the heart, must consist in words and 
derstood with respect to Jonah and David.!sentences, not only, expressive of so timent ; 
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but must proceed from the heart and must be 
measured by the powerful influence of heav- 
enly love, rather than grammatical accuracy ; 
and the sweetness and excellency of which, 
must be produced by divine melody and love 
mm the soul of the Speaker. That which comes 
trem the heart, can only reach the heart. 

The eloquence of the head, unsanctified by 
Jove in the heart, is like a finely painted flow- 
er, which, though it displays exquisite art, and 
isa just representation of the original, is nev- 
ertheless, destitute of that rich fragrance, that 
odoriferous perfume which renders the natural 
flower delightfully. pleasant. Whenever the 
sentence is but imitation, when a man speaks 
what he does not feel, he is as a sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal. However much the) meek, condescending mercy. 

Under the salutary influences of this divine 





ss de 
oe 8 


ted, expostulating with the guilty to accept of 
his free grace, and no longer to slight his un- 
merited clemency. Nor are the guilty called 
on to receive the full and entire forgiveness of 
their sins without a clear understanding of the 
nature and character of their crimes, and also 
of the propriety and divine fitness of that dis- 
pensation of grace by which the foul stains of 
their transgressions are cleansed ; for all this 
they are to obtain by reasoning with God. 
Both experience and observation discover 
the fact, that man is incapable of reasoning cor- 
rectly while under the operation of terrific 
fear ; and as divine wisdom sees this with 
perfect clearness, it never clothes its invita- 
tion in robes of terror, bat with the mantle. of 





gracefulness of the orator’s gestures may please 
the Eye, and the flowing numbers of his speech 
delight the kar, yet it reaches not the heart,| compare, can understand the nature of moral 
to give us the knowledge and experience of the | subjects and their relation to each other. He 
goodness of God, unless Love inspires the! can reason with God ; can ask reasonable ques- 
speaker, and his sentences are measured by/tions and receive and understand reasonable 
godly sincerity and holy affection. 


gentleness, the transgressor can reflect, can 





answers. 
In the first place the transgressor, in his rea- 
tain tik ellie tice soning with God, will naturally inquire to 
know the strict propriety and reasonableness 

REASONING WITH GOD. of the commands which he has disobeyed.—- 

When an earthly sovereign is disposed to, When this subject is fully investigated it is 
rxercise a despotic power, either to aggrandise clearly understood, that all these commands 
himself by means of oppression, or to gratify) were enjoined on man for the sole purpose of 
his ferocious disposition and ill temper, by in-| his own peace and enjoyment. The reasona- 
flicting unjust and unreasonable tortures or bleness of the law is now settled, and the sin- 
his defenceless subjects, we should not expect ner satisfied, that the lawgiver was as kind in 
to hear him calling on the objects of his wrath) the giving of the cominands as he now is in 
to come and reason with him. So far from his propositions of favors. The guilty will next 
this, the greatest favorite of his court would/ask, in his reasoning with God, why such se- 
scarcely dare to move a most humbie petition) vere penalties were enacted in a Jaw which 
for mercy to be extended to those whom the| was designed for man’s benefit ?- This inquiry 
monarch’s pride or anger had doomed to suffer.! results in discovering the fact, that all these 
But when the supreme majesty of heaven and penalties were designed for the same benevo- 
earth addressed a host of rebels, whose crimes lent purpose for which the commands were 


SnennE coment 
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were red like scarlet and of a crimson dye, in 
a voice as gentle as the zephyr, which but just 
moves the pendent leaf, he utters forth the gra- 
cious whisper, “ Ccme now and let us reason 
together——Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shal! be as wool.” And 


here it is worthy of profound consideration, 
that this is not the language of supplicating 
transgressors, moved with contrition, pleading 
for mercv; but is the language of that God, 
whose commands have been shamefully viola- 





given, and that they are inflicted, not to grat- 
ify any revenge in God, but to produce repen- 
tance and reformation in the rebellious, which 
brings him to the rectitude and enjoyment, 
which the statutes of life were designed to 
produce. Understanding this, the sinner fully 
approbates both the law and the punishments 
itinflicts on him for his transgressions. 

His reasoning now brings him to love the 
law, to love the law-giver, and to yield his 
heart and affections to all the requirements 
which are enjoined upon him. He now casts 
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his eyes around hin and asks, what ‘shall 1 do, left to hearsay, we must see for ourselves, and 
or what can be done to remove my former) with our own eyes. For instance, punishment 
crimes, and how are the crimson stains of my |is inflicted for two purposes, the one is to re- 
wuilt to be absterged ? But with what sweet claim the offender, the other, to deter specta- 
surprise does he now behold the whiteness of |tors by the example set forth, from committing 
wool and the purity of snow, in the room of like crimes. In order for punishment to oper- 
those stains which had so excited his apprehen-|ate as an example, it must be public, we must 
sions, while he hears the gracious words of his witness the infliction. Should crimes be pun- 
merciful Father in heaven, saying: “If the ished in secret, where no eye can see or ear 
wicked will turn from his sins that he hath|hear, the punishment could have no examplary 
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do influence whatever. Hence if the inhabitants, 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the other cities 


that which is lawful and right, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die. All his transgressions | which were destroyed by fire from heaven were 


that he hath committed, they shall not be men- sent to a place of punishment in another world, 
in his righteousness that he | ¥ here no mortal eye has seen them since their 
destruction, nor can see them, there is no ex- 
ample that can profit us in this world. And 
WESSENGER OF PEACE. iw shall not be able, according to modern the- 
‘ories, to have ocular ducsiinatvision until it 
Bach cite. pele eanshiabel MAT 32, 1084. ‘will be too late to do us any good. Sodom 
EVANGELIST. ine Gomorrah were destroyed by fire. Jude 

| ‘calls the fire which consumed them “ eternal 
“THE PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD THE! #055 Now there is quite a difference in suf- 
REASON OF HIS INFLICTING ETERNAL PUNISH- fering the vengeance of “ ETERNAL rine,” and 








tioned unto him ; 
hath done he shall live.”’ 














sq °9 
MIEN N : . . 
ee ee Lee suffering the vengeance of fire eternally or end 
(Continued from page 39.) lessly. If there is that which may properly be 


The writer in the Evangelist, in preducing called eternal fire, a person or persons may 
his proof of endless misery, brings the follow-. suffer it, although they do not suffer more than 
ing in connection with what we have already five minutes. ‘The reader ought to notice tha‘ 
noticed. Jude, speaking of the destruction of the word eternal is used as an adjective, ex- 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities round pressing a quality belonging to the fire, and 
about them, says, they “are set forth for an not to the duration of punishment or the ven- 
example suffering the vengeance of eternal geance expressed in the passage. It is “ eter- 
five.” This the writer, whose work we are ex- nal fire,” and not “eternal” or endless “ pu: 
amining, lays before us in his usual vague in- ishment!”? Sodom and Gomorrah are set forth 
definite manner, leaving us to find his meaning in the scriptures as suffering, or rather having 
in the best way we can. Now, if we attempt suffered total destruction as to their existence 
to reason on this subject, or submit to the in- in this world, by fire from heaven, which con- 
structions given us in the Bible in respect to sumed these cities, with all their inhabitants. 
this point, we shall be equally induced to de-| They suffered in consequence of their iniqui- 
stroy, or set at nought, all that was intended ties, and are held up as anexample. But not 
by the introduction of this passage. Jude says, one word is said about them in the scriptures, 
these cities are set forth as an example, suffer-:as to where they went to, on being destroyed 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire. If by“ eter- iby fire, or that they are now suffering. The 
nal fire” a place of misery in another world is awful catastrophe of the destruction of those 
intended, and that the inhabitants of those cities, was a solemn warning and example to 
cities, on being destroyed, and cut off from the their neighbors then living, and to us who be- 
land of the living, were sent headlong down. lieve the account. But as to what they may 
to this place, to suffer endless w o, we ask how | now suffer, if indeed they are enduring endless 
tlris can be considered as an example to the! wo, it can be no example to us : for these good 
living in this world, who cannot see the present! reasons—Ist. the Bible is entirely silent on the 
sufferings of those people. In order for any subject, and 2dly, they are suffering where our 
thing to operate as an example, we must have leyes cannot see their agonies, nor our care 
ocular demonstration of it, It must net be hear their groans. 
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“The next and last proof, from holy writ 
which the writer in the Evangelist gives us, 1s 
in Revelations: “The smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever, and they 
have no rest day nor night who worship the 
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth 
the mark of his name.” “ The devil that de- 
ceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false proph- 
et are, and shall be tormented day and night, 
forever and ever.” If our brother had not 
been blinded by prejudice, and strangely infat- 
uated by “ EXTRANEOUS INFLUENCE,” he never 
would have introduced these last passages in 


proof of endless misery. No man, as yet, has 





misery appears in the scripture adduced, and 
unless we believe that the scriptures were de- 
signed to deceive us rather than to enlighten 
us, we cannot believe the doctrine. The wri- 
ter having failed in proving, by scripture, his 
first proposition, we might here leave him to 
gather all the honor to which his exertions in 
favor of eternal, never-ending wo, entitle him. 
But as he has attempted to reason, and from 
the holiness and perfections of the Derry, to 
prove the endless continuance of misery in 
another world, we feel it our duty to notice him 
a little further. 
(Concluded in our next ) 


EH 


eyer beileved that there would be a rotation of | % As the tree falls so it lies; and as death leaves us 


pay and NIGHT In eternity. 


the state of suffering is confined to time ; 
it is said, they shall be tormented pay and | 
NIGHT. 
zelves believe that there will be pay and! 
SIGHT in eternity, the passages introduced, | 


yield no prool of endless misery. 


The writer, having gone through what he) 


If then, the suc-| 
cession of day and night is confined to time, | 


Unless, therefore, we can make ours 


| years in the inclining or 


judgment finds us.” 


The celebrated Pope seems to have had ; 


for just conception of the force of early iat, 


‘tion on the mind, when he used the simple » ye! 
striking metaphor of the natural effect prode 
ced by the bending of the young 
twig, which would show the influence in future 


sapling 6. 


bend of the tree. 


Sentiments and ideas inerafted on the mind 


considered as proof of his first proposition, |! in early youth, grow with our growth and 


“ives us a word of — or caution in the 


foltowi tne words : 
recollect, are the representations of scriptur e, 


God. 


and of course the representations of 


strengthen with our strength, and sw ay us at 


‘These, my readers will /advanced age as they will; and strong 1ideed 


‘must be the powers of mind, that can upraise 


the anda 


foundation laid, almost, in infaney, 


They were given, net for the purpose of de- | strike out a course of reasoning and refiection 


ceiving and distressing us, bat to enlighien us| 


in regard to our real destiny and prospects./had been taught to walk in, in youth, 


directly contrary to the beaten path which we 
and 


li becomes us, then, not to ask, what meaning| in which we had for years continued to travel, 


we can force upon them, and how we shall be 
rid of them ; but, what is their plain, natural 
and odvivus import.”—— We now ask the candid 
reader, whether our author has obeyed the di- 
rections he has given us, in relation to the 
plain, naturel and obvious import of the pas- 
sages which he has introduced in proof of end- 
Jessmisery. Whois there, who was not under 
the power of “extraneous influence” and 
strangely biinded by prejudice, could believe 
that the texts adduced gave any support or 
countenance to the horrid doctrine of endless 
misery. 

~ The writer says, that “the scriptures were 
wiven to enlighten, not to deceive us.” If this 
be true, then to be sure, we ought to take the 
scriptures in their most “ plain, natural and 
obvious import.” ‘This the writer has not 


done, as will clearly appear to every candid 
and discerning mind. Nothing like endless 


| without looking to the r igh it hand or the left. 





+ 


The reflecting mind is forcibly struck with 
the influence of early prejudices, when con- 
versing with those who have been taught to 
believe in the doctrine of endless misery, who, 
when hard pressed for proof of their favorite 
opinion, will frequently introduce for scrip- 
ture that which never existed in the Bible, and 
will be as positive and as certain, that it is in 
the sacred volume, aS though they were well 
acquainted with the very chapter and verse. 

It is frequently the case that the fuilowing 
sentence : “ As the tree falls so it lies, and as 
death leaves us judgment finds us,” is brought 
forward as genuine scripture ; and when the 
persons using it, are told that it is not scrip- 
ture, they look at you with astonishment, and 
tell you they have read it a thousand times, 
and feel confident that if they had a Bible 
they could turn toitimmediately. ‘They take 
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the Bible and look and turn from page to page 
and from book to book, but are still unable to 
find it ; yet they will not give it up, insisting 
it is in the sacred volume. In early life the 
sentiment or idea intended to be expressed by 
‘this sentence, has been imprinted upon the 
mind. It hasbeen palmed upon them as scrp- 
ture ; they become settled in their minds that 
it is inthe Bible, and they fancy that they have 
read it times without number. We now tell 
our readers there is no such passage in the 
books of the Old or New Testament, and we 
call upon them to satisfy themselves as to the 
truth of our assertion. This is not a solitary 
instance in which people are imposed upon, by 
those who ought to lead them in the way of 
truth, palming upon them for scripture, what is 
not to be fuund in the holy writings. 
a ae 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
“ Violence shall no more be heard within thy 
walls. ’—Isaiah. 

The evangelical Prophet, when he spoke 
these words, without doubt, had full in view 
the glory that should finally be attendant on 
the ministration of the Messiah, and the con- 
summate blessedness and peace that would be 
produced by his mild and equal sway. The 
lapse of time between his day and the coming 
of the Just One, did not diminish his joy, nor 
vive a romantic aspect to the prediction of the 
Holy Spirit. He burst through the gloom of 
surrounding darkness, and, carried on the pin- 
ions of faith, he traced the sun of nghteousness 
from his first faint glimmerings to his meridi- 
an spleudor. He beheld “ the gentiles com- 
ing to his light, and kings to the brightness of 
his rising.” With rapture he surveyed “ the 
wilderness beginning to rejoice, and the desert 
to blossom as the rose.” He saw “truth 
springing forth before all nations” and pre- 
vailing in every part of the earth ; nations 
that once were at war, now reconciled to mu- 
tual friendship ; the field of battle no more to 
be drenched with blood ; the sound of the 
martial trumpet was to be heard no more ; nor 
the groans of the dying, nor the shouts of the 
victorious, were to reverberate through the 
air, conveying the message of thousands slain. 
The completion of what he saw will be the 
consummation of human happiness. Brethren 
will then dwell together in unity, freed from 
animosity and strife. ‘The principie of love 
ix planted in the human breast will then take 








i 


full control and rule with complete dominion- 
But when violence shall no more be heard, 
what will be the universal belief of mankind ? 
Will the sound of eternal violence and end!ess 
wo be heard from the sanctuary of God | 
Will this deadly poison be infused into the 
infant heart and produce its balefal effects on 
the mind, till extinction of life? Did the 
Prophet insinuate that this awful doctrine, 
would, like a blackening tornado, involve the 
heavens in darkness, or like a tempest of fire 
threaten to overwhelin the world ? More ex- 
alted, more glorious, were his ideas. He pre- 
dicted “ the return of the ransomed of the Lord 
to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy.” He 
beheld a day of eternal felicity, without the 
least alloy of misery. He declared that 
«“ Christ should be the salvation of God to the 
ends of the earth ;” that though, at first “ he 
was to be a man of sorrow and acquainted with 


grief,” yet finally “ to the increase and peace 


of his government there was to be no end ; 
that the pleasure of the Lord would prosper 
in his hands, and that he should see the tra- 
vail of his soul, and that he should be satisfied” 
with the acquisition of glory which he had at- 


tained, and in the transcendant happiness of 


every individual of mankind. If this be the 
conclusion of the labor of the Son of Gor, 
what person is there who will be dis-satisfied ; 
nay, who would not rejoice with joy unspeak - 
able and full of glory. Ifany let him speak ' 
A. D. 


A 
DELUSION. 

We have often been much surprised on visiting confe: 
ence meetings, to hear people, who have long made 
a profession of religion, and who would be considered 
as very pious and good men, tel] how wicked they are, 
and what hell-deserving sinners. We have doubted 
the sincerity of these persons, in thus representing 
themselves such vile and wicked characters, and have 
been induced to believe, that if any oiher person were 
to attribute the gross wickedness upon them which 
they charge upon themselves, they would be disposed 
to prosecute them for defamation. A very false and 


pernicious notion has entered into the mind of 
inan, and that is, that to make confession of wickeu- 
ness is an evidence of piety. Consequeutly, the grea- 
ter knowledge we have of our wichcdness, the greater 
piety we possess. Deceived by this we find that thos: 
who, in the pride of their hearts, would be considered 
and esteemed as the inost pious, have been the mo. 
forward to confess themselves as the most wicked o 
all beings, when in factthey huow better. ‘Thus the; 
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i . their piety would shine forth in the statement of what) DIVINE IMPREssS. 
r { | which was false, and that the Deity would be propi- There’s not a tint that paints the rose, 
ly id tious to themin consequence of their acknowledging Or decks the lily fair, 
@: to him what they did not believe in their hearts. The Or ag 98 the humblest flower that Grows; 
8) sollowing anecdote will serve to illustrate what we Sut Heaven bas placed it these - 3 
| have said on the subject.—Eb. At early dawn there's not a gale, 
, °) J Ar ss ¢ ‘ » d ive) 
i The late Rev. J. Murray, of New-Castle, ener eee serene 
Weslneid it hate thie Eeltnainies dote And not a breeze that sweeps the vale, 7 
-, 9 ry_sa py pemetredtersiagthar dee: ry Shag beedebandeed ‘That is not sent by Heaven! ‘ 
of an old woman, amember of his congrega- : 
a tion,—She had been in the practice of coming There's not of grass a simple blade, 
= to him very often, under the pretence of wish- Or leaf of lowliest mein, 
We ing tohold religious conversation, or of seeking W pe ee — is not displayed, 
spiritual advise ; but rather, in his opinion, for a 
ey the purpose of having the unction of flattery There’s not a tempest dark end dread, 
a applied to her spiritual pride. One day, she Or storm that rends the air, 
ib waited upon him with a graver face and more Or blast that sweeps o'er ocean's bed, 
i serious deportment than usual, and after much But Heaven’s own voiee is there! 
. circumlocution, said that she was in great dis- CO TE a Pe 
| ay , ° ~ re's n star whose twinkling light, 
Te tress of mind. ‘ What is the matter, Janet >?’ : Medd dees melt ae ee 
a: adel . aS oe wtieiia rs : 4 ‘ 
: said her pastor.—* Oh, sir, I cannot be satisfied And cheers the solemn gloom of night, 
see with myself; [ama barren tree, a dead branch, But mercy gave it birth ! 
My only fit to be hewn down.’ She then went on’ 
Ms to enumerate at great length the various duties sie s a a are — dews distil 
_ of faith and practice, which, like the young man pon the parching cind, | 
a. a the ws he had deaw d t rf And clothe with verdure vale and hill, 
# m the gospel, she had endeavored to perform Thatis not sent by God! 
Bic. || trom her youth up; and concluded by saying— 
AS ‘ but still Ll fear there is something wrong, and There’s not a place in earth's vast round, 
Tas that { am far from the kingdom of heaven.’— In ocean deep or air, 
es ‘ With so much orthodox taith, adorned by such W mr and wistom are not found, 
ae uniform purity of practice, what makes you ae ee 
et ae 39... : a i. | 
Be think so £’re lied Mr. Murray. ‘ Oh, sir, lam Around, beneath, below, above, j 
7... wi afraid that | am only a hypocrite: said she. Wherever space extends, i 
Pe ‘ Indeed, Janet, that is my fear too; for I have! There Heaven displays its boundless love, i. 
thought you that, these seven years,’ said the And power with mercy blends ! : 
minister. Janet departed in great wrath, and . | 
; " Then rise my soul, and sing His name, 
never returned to seek either advise or conso- And all his praise rebeareé 
° eRe Gov, 
lation. —Ldinburgh Mag. Who spread abroad earth's gloiivus trae, 
— — So And built the universe ! 
©) A\ a7 b> =e , ’ ;, 
'P O'R TR Ys Ww here er thine earthly lot is cast, 
His power and love declare, 
WERE NOT THE SINFUL MARY’S TEARS. Nor think the inighty theme too vast— 
For God js every where ! E.NGUISH PAP. 
Were not the sinful Mary's tears er 
An offering worthy Heaven, WLARRIED 
When o’er the faults of former years ; : ’ 3 
She wept—and was forgiven ?— On Sunday, 16th inst. Mr. AMbroske MEapDER tc 
pe Miss ANN MAXWELL, both of this city. 
a When bringing every balmy sweet 
i Her day of luxury stor’d | 
Lae | She o’er her Saviour’s hallowed feet FOR SALE. “i 
| The precious perfume pour'd,— At the Office of the Messenger of Peace, the Child's 3 
i 4 Scriptural Catechism, by H. BALtov, of Boston—This F 
ia And wip’d them with that golden hair, catechism is recommended to the notice of parents, who 
c j Where once the diamond shone, wish to direct the minds of their children to the Holy 
bx 1 Though now those gems of Grief were there Scriptures ; every answer to the questions proposed, be- 
af | Which shine for God alone! ing passages selected from the divine word, with refer- 
ie ences to the places where they are to be found, by thie 
Were not those sweets so humbly shed— arrangement the child becomes acquainted with many 
‘A t That hair—those weeping eves— important declarations in the Bible, and is induced to 
; ping ey k ’ 
: And the sunk heart, that inly bled— search the scriptures. 
' THleav'n’s noblest sacrifice ? 6 Cents single, 50 Cents per Dozen. 
ALSO, 
ihou, that hast slept in error’s sleep, A few of BaLrour’s Inaurry, at $2 per Volume. 
. Oh! would’st thou wake in heaven, Se en 
vy is Like Mary kneel, like Mary weep, PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT §1 PER ANNUM, 
nt ** Love much*,” and bé forg wn! \ 
1 PAYABLE IN ADVANCE,AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
af ‘Her sing, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved MESSENGER OF PEACE, NO. 155, CORNER 
f eh. St. Luke vii. 47. | OF WARREN AND THIRD-STREPFTS. 





